Abstract In this paper, we describe Endocarpon subramulosum as a new species from temperate regions of South Korea, which grows over soil on rocks. The proposed new species is morphologically similar to E. ramulosum Harada, which has so far been reported from Japan.
microscope. Measurements of thallus layers, perithecia, and ascospores were made at ×400 and ×1,000 magnifications. The mycological terminology follows that of Kirk et al. [4] and Harada [5] .
Taxonomic treatment of the species
Endocarpon subramulosum Y. Joshi & J. -S. Hur, sp. nov. (Fig. 1A and 1B Upper surface is pale brown with an olive tinge, ± glossy, smooth, ± convex. The lower surface is almost black around the attaching parts, white near the apices or margin (usually ascending parts), fibrous or cottony, with sparse rhizohyphae, rhizines absent. Perithecia laminal, common, abundant, immersed in the thallus, 1~10 per squamule/lobe, with pale brown ostioles. Pycnidia laminal, common, immersed in the thallus, indistinct.
Thallus (119.5~) 175~212.5 (~235) µm thick. Upper cortex (22~) 25~37.5 (~50) µm thick, hyaline, euparaplectenchymatous. 
Habitat and distribution:
Endocarpon subramulosum from two localities within South Korea is found growing over soil on rocks in association with moss, Physciaceae members, Leptogium sp. and Staurothele sp. The species is found growing in shady places at elevations of 700~750 m. Remarks: Endocarpon subramulosum is morphologically similar to E. ramulosum, but differs in having larger spores (31~40 × 12~16 µm) and habitat preference. E. ramulosum is found growing over river side rocks, while the new taxon is not found growing along river side rocks. In addition, Harada reported that the lower surface of E. ramulosum rarely becomes pinkish in color and assumed that this color would show correlation with some ecological factors [5] . The lower surface of E. subramulosum is always white. In external morphology, the new taxon is also confused with Neocatapyrenium cladonioideum (Vain.) Harada and Scleropyrenium kurokawae Harada [6] . N. cladonioideum differs from new taxon in lacking hymenial algae and having hyaline exciple, eight spored asci with simple, oval, smaller ascospores (15~17 × 7~8 µm), while S. kurokawae differs in lacking hymenial algae and having a pachydermatous upper cortex, eight spored asci with simple, oval, smaller ascospores (16~17 × 7~7.5 µm). 
